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in the following chronological summary of the principal
incidents.
1498. The Portuguese navigator, Vasco da Gama,
arrived off the coast of Malabar, and anchored near Calicut.
The quinquecentenary of the event was celebrated at
Calicut in 1898. The first land sighted by Vasco da Gama
is said to have been Mount Delly, a conspicuous hill near
the coast, which was called by the Portuguese Monte d'Eli.
The name is said to be derived from the Malayalam eli
mala (high hill), or from the ancient Eli State in Malabar.
1502.    Second voyage of Vasco da Gama to Malabar,
and establishment of a factory at Cochin.
1503.    Pedro Alvares Cabral was placed in charge of
an expedition, and came to Calicut and Cochin.
1503. Albuquerque assisted the Cochin Raja by de-
feating the Zamorin of Calicut, and received sanction for
the construction of a fort, which was called Manoel after
the reigning King of Portugal. The names Da Gama,
Cabral, Albuquerque, and many others, whose exploits are
handed down to posterity in the Indo-Portuguese archives,
survive among Eurasians of the west coast to the present
day.
1565. Battle of Talikota, at which the great Hindu
kingdom of Vijayanagar, which extended from the Kistna
to Cape Comorin, was overthrown by the Muhammadans.
The reigning sovereign, Rama Raya, was taken prisoner,
and decapitated.
, 1600. The first Royal Charter was issued for estab-
lishing an East India Company, in consequence of the
commercial rivalry between London and Amsterdam, the
Dutch having in the previous year raised the price of
pepper against the English from $s. to 651. and 8s. per
pound. The Company was incorporated under the title
of the Governor and Company of Merchants of London
trading into the East Indies, and five ships were chartered